QUESTION AND ANSWER: 
Providing Services in the Natural Environment (NE) and Justifications
What are the critical components of justifications for providing service in an environment other than the natural environment?

A natural environment means settings that are natural or typical for a same-aged infant or toddler without a disability; this may include the home or community settings (34 CFR§ 303.26). To the maximum extent appropriate, early intervention services are provided in natural environments, in settings other than the natural environment that are most appropriate, as determined by the parent and the IFSP Team, only when early intervention services cannot be achieved satisfactorily in the natural environment (34 CFR§ 303.126).  

 Justification for providing service in an environment other than the natural environment must be made by the IFSP team. The justification is required to be based on the needs of the child and evidence-based practice and is reflected in the child’s outcomes that are identified by the IFSP team (34 CFR§ 303.344 (d)(1)).  A justification should include a plan for how to move the child from the non-natural environment back into other settings at home or in the community once the specific outcome that could not be met in the natural environment is achieved.   If services are provided in an exclusive/restricted environment based on the needs of the child, discuss plans for moving services to a natural environment. 

Best Practice Examples of Justifications
Example 1:  Due to Pam’s short attention span, aggressive behaviors and poor social skills, she needs high structure and low student to teacher ratio not available in a community setting. Pam has been unsuccessful in community groups without structure.  When progress is made in a more structured setting, Pam can gradually move to a less structured setting in the community. 

Example 2:  Due to his crying and screaming, Thomas needs a specialized swing and other equipment, along with decreased auditory and visual stimulation, to meet his sensory integration needs.  When progress is made in this setting Thomas can begin to move towards a community setting with a swing.  
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